Purple Mash Ideas and Top Tips

We know that not all the work on Purple Mash is suitable and that we are adding other work to it.
However, pupils can’t hand in work that is not a Purple Mash activity so they have to either upload
their work to Purple Mash or send photographs through to the year group email.
The more we can do using Purple Mash the better and so if you want the children to write
something for you then you can set the activity through 2write, 2 publish or 2publish plus. These are
found in the Tools section on the main screen. Obviously this might not be suitable for all age groups
and all activities.

We can also use Text Toolkit (In the tools section) to create our own activities. You will need a little
time to explore and investigate but I very quickly worked out how to create a click and drag word
class game.

Once I had made it I clicked on the arrow to exit and it asked me if I wanted to save it. You can save
it to your own work folder or a set or class folder.

Once saved it appears in that folder and from there you can set it as a 2Do for the class. It took me
around 15 minutes from finding the Text tool to being ready to set as a 2Do and I had never seen it
before and my ICT skills are not great. Once you have done it once it will become very easy to do.

Whe you decide which Text tool you want to use you could click on the blue question mark at the
top for help in how to craete your activity.

Another tool that will be useful is the 2email function. I have spoken with Emma and Elaine and we
are more than happy for you to message children through the programme if needed, but this tool
will actually be useful for children to message you.
You find it in the tools section.

You could send a message to your whole class through this tool. I was thinking that I might use it
when the tasks are more complicated. For example – today my set had four parts to do and it would
have been easier if I could have explained the structure to them first. You could use it to send a
message at the beginning or the end of the week to your class. Individual children could message

you if they are finding their work difficult and they do not then need to rely on an adult sending you
an email. Messages that you receive will appear on your alerts at the top of the screen.

Videos
I know some people have had issues uploading videos to Purple Mash today. There seems to be
issues if you are not using an apple device and also it seems to work best if you record them and
upload them straight from your phone. Once uploaded they can be accessed by the other teachers
in your year group and then they can be set as a 2Do.
The videos can’t be very long but some teachers have used an App that compresses videos and this
seems to make it easier and your video can be slightly longer. (Talk to Jack or the year 1 teachers for
more support)
Today I have explored recording a zoom meeting (only I was invited) as this could be another way of
uploading teaching videos. It works well to create a video but we have some issues with how the file
is saved so Sarah Goldsmith and I will look at that tomorrow and let you know what we find out.
Using this we could record a weekly welcome message to the year group explaining what work they
will be expecting to get during the course of the week.
I have been told about a few other teaching tools including adding voice recording and videos to a
PowerPoint and an app called Loom. I have run out of time but will investigate these further.

As you explore please let me know what you discover so we can share it with the staff and provide
support to each other through this new and different journey we are on.

